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 Yesterday we celebrated the solemn feast of the Nativity, an event that forever changed 

the course of humanity’s future.  An event that is so significant that it is only secondary to the 

resurrection and glorified transformation of that same body at Easter.   The body of Jesus - born 

in Bethlehem - is a link between these two principle events of our salvation.  Both events center 

around that same body.  We continue in our celebration of the Nativity today as we reflect on the 

future to be brought about by that child. 

 Simeon and Anna continue in the tradition of the prophets who foretold and pointed out 

the savior.  Jesus is identified here for the second time as the fulfillment of prophecy - the first 

being the messages to the shepherds by the angels, and the revealing gifts of the wise men.  Now 

the utterances of prophecy we hear today confirm the previous ones.  The presentation event 

where Jesus comes into the temple - depicted beautifully here on this wall in the sanctuary - sees 

an old man receive the fulfillment of the promise that he will see the savior before he dies.  This 

fulfillment is verified by the prophetess Anna, and through them both, the ministry of Jesus and 

the sorrows of the Blessed Virgin are foretold.   Let us reflect today on that future.  It was spoke 

of concerning Jesus and His mother int he Scriptures, but it is also relevant to us as well. 

 Simeon says that Jesus is destined to bring about the fall and resurrection of many in 

Israel.  He will separate the wheat from the chaff, He will present a message of truth that will be 

hard for many to accept.  This has not changed - His message is still hard to accept for many, the 

truth is too inconvenient for many to believe.  It is easier to believe the falsehood that humans 

are the ultimate authority, it is easier to accept that the urges that we feel called to by our human 

nature are superior to the way of the spirit that Jesus points out to us.   The messages of the 

prophets and the precepts of the law were always pointing to Him as the one Savior.  What was 

needed to bring us to a final understanding, and provide us the crucial bridge to salvation, was a 

penetration of God into our time.  What was needed was a Body that would become the Body of 

the Church to interpret and guide - the flesh of the Savior that would be essential for our 

salvation.  This truth is harder to accept than the false idea that I do not need to be guided, that I 

can plot my own path to salvation, that I can - in fact - define what salvation is.  This madness 

has led far to many astray.  Look into the eyes of the Baby Jesus look into those eyes into which 



Simeon and Anna looked - see the simple truth, the simple desire for love.  How could this baby 

deceive?  How could that simple love not point us to the true way? 

 Amid that peace and love, Simeon presents us with a sobering reality.  I know we are still 

on a sugar high from Christmas, we are still (as we should be) wrapped in the joy of the birth of 

Jesus - but there is another part of the story.  The path that Jesus sets us on is not an easy one.  

We like to think that we can somehow map pout a path in life that has no pain and sorrow amid 

the joys.  Living a few decades and trying to find this supposedly golden path will show the 

thoughtful person that it is not possible; the supposedly golden path is an illusion.  Other’s are 

discouraged following Jesus because they believe that if one follows Jesus there will be a life of 

unending joy and peace.  When this doesn’t happen, they drop the Lord's path.  But, Jesus never 

says there will be no problems and pains (I can’t figure why some Christians keep saying that to 

follow Jesus brings a life of sheer joy).  Not only did Jesus predict many times that following 

Him will bring its own pains and trials, but here Simeon predicts it for the first member of the 

Church as he tells Mary of the sword that will pierce her heart. 

 What is promised in this wondrous birth is not an earthly life of perfection (we gave that 

up when we left the garden of Eden).  What is promised is a pathway that takes the inevitable 

pains and difficulties of life and transforms them into purpose.  What is promised is a way that 

leads not to some imaginary earthly paradise, but to an eternal paradise in heaven.  This is the 

promise of this birth, this is the great hope that gives us an uncommon strength in times of 

difficulty.  Look to the manger, see the baby.  See the God made man in the flesh.  This is the 

same flesh that will suffer and die for us so that it may be raised up and transformed, this is the 

same flesh that He will pour out for us upon this altar, this is the same flesh into which we have 

been incorporated at Baptism, this is the flesh that is our passageway to the true and eternal 

salvation.  This is what it means to be the savior of mankind, this is the promise of this most holy 

birth.


